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tution that really required reform; but he was fox
doing it gradually, dispassionately, and deliberately, in
order that the reform might be lasting/" Such was
the altered spirit in which Peel resolved to deal with
the situation created by the passing of the Reform Act.
In his own mind perhaps there was no change. So far
as toryism meant, as it certainly meant for some minds,
the domination of a caste, the maintenance of exclusive
privilege, and a blind resistance to all change, he was
never a Tory. From the passing of the Reform Act he
was not much more than half a Conservative j before he
died he was a good deal more than half a Liberal
No attempt will be made here to write the history
of the Grey Administration in the first reformed
Parliament. A leader of Opposition has little influence
in shaping the measures and controlling the policy of a
powerful Government. Especially is this the case when
the Government is inspired by a great popular impulse
and fortified by a determined expression of the national
will. The reformed Parliament had a great mission to
accomplish. The eight years which followed the settle-
ment of 1832 were a period of vast activity in legislation.
It was in that period that the institutions and policy of
the country were recast in conformity with the impulses
and ideas which had taken hold of the national mind
and struggled for political expression for more than a
generation. But even now when the citadel of caste and
privilege had been stormed and carried, when the middle
class seemed at last to have come by its own, there still
remained a formidable obstacle to the fruition and
consolidation of its power. That obstacle was Ireland.
The condition of Ireland engaged nearly all of the